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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, UK 

SUB J : LAWS PROHIBITING RELEASE OF SHIPPING DOCUMENTS 
REF: SMITH/CLAPPIN TELECON IAN 15 

1. SEARCH OF EMBASSY FILES FAILED TO LOCATE COPY OF 
STATE A-4277 OF MAY 1974 CONCERNING SUBJECT. 

2. PER REF TELECON, EMBOFF ASKED JOHN STEELE (DEPT OF 
TRADE) ABOUT STATUS UK LAWS PROHIBITING PRODUCTION OF 
SHIPPING DOCUMENTS. STEELE CONFIRMED THAT 1964 UK LAW 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS "DOCUMENTS ACT" STILL IN FORCE AND 
THAT ITS PROVISIONS HAD BEEN REINFORCED BY TERMS OF 1974 
MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT (PART III). SPIERS 
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